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No ‘Smoking Gun’ on Nicaragua 

Administmtion Says Hard Proof of Terrorism Must Stay Secret 


By Joanne Oxnanfr 
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The Reagan administration ap- 
pwrs to be refying on newly cap- 
tured documents and on the testi- 
mony of a defector from the guer- 
rilla forces in E1 SaJvador to con* 
vince a skeptical Congress and the 
pabKc that Nicaragua shouJd be 
heid responaibJe for past — and fu- 
ture attacks on U.S. dtizens in 
Central America. 

Ho wever. the State Department 
acknowiedges there is no "smoking 
gun w in the publiciy 
avaiiable material that 
hnks the leftbt San- 
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riip á te goverament <rf Nicaragua to 
^ileged terroriat training centers or 
to* partkular terrorist acts. They 
say dasszñed reports do provide 
tlát evidence but cannot be dis- 
ckwed 9 even if the secrecy weakens 
pubtic support. 

In the administration's campaign 
(ot support. offidals are working 
hád to replace the term "leftist 
Stferrüia” with the much more neg- 
ative word ^«^ 003 ^ in the pubhc 
niind, depictmg the Sandinistas as 
the center of an intemational broth- 
erhood <rf bomb-throwers and the 
Salvadoran rebel forces as Exhibit 
A in that brotherhood 
Astod eariy last week for ali 
; evidence foT 

lüy 8 assertion 
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f°r the fworidl terrorist network r M 
the State Department's Qffice of 
Fubiic Qjplomacy provided a 2V£ 
inch stackof unciassified documents 


to The Wasiungton Post. 

The same documents f p iu « das- 
sjfied evideoce. are “indications” 
that the Sandinistas support and 
M may be dírectiv involve<r in prep^ 
arations for Aiture attacks on UIs T 
persormei in Honduras, adm mi^ rrä- 
jron offidais said later m the weeET 

1 he unclasaified documents in- 

ciuded several recent and not-so-re- 

cent pubüc "white paoe rs" and 


briefing transcripts that outiine ad- 
ministration views. two newsoaoer 
artkies on international leftists üv- 


j ffg Nkaragua— reprinted from 

rhe Miami Heraid by the consér^ 
^tíve Cuban-American Natiönäl 
F oundation — and two unbound re- 
pörts . “ 

One report is an untitled set of 
analyses of the “debriefing” of Na- 
poleoo Romero Garcia. alias Miguel 
Castellanos. who was identified aa a 
former central committee member 
of the guerrilla Popuiar Liberation 
FVont — one of the five groups mak- 
ing up the E1 Salvador guerrilla co- 
alition— and the poiitical-milkary 
commander of its San Saivador unit. 
He was arrested April 11 aad de- 
dded to cooperate with the Saiva- 
doran govenunent. the document 
said. 

The other report, entitled “Anal- 

ysis of Documents Captured by the 
Salvadoran Army. Aprii 18. 1985, 1 * 
outJines papers it says were cap- 
tured with Nidia Diaz, a senior com- 
mandtT of the Centrai American 
Workers' Revolutionary Party, 
PRTC by its Spanish initiais, anoth- 
er group in the coaiition. 

A faction of the PRTC ciaimed 
responsibility two months later for 
the June 19 shootings of 13 peopie, 
induding six Americans, at a San 
Sahrador cafe, and the administra- 
tion last week blamed those mur- 
ders indirectly on Nicaragua. 

Reagan's national security affairs 
adyiser, Robert C. McFarlane, said 
Friday that the charges “derive 
from our knowledge, which is very 
concrete, that Nicaragua does sup- 
port the PRTC." He and other of- 
fidals declined to discuss any ev- 
idence of Nicaraguan activity in 
Honduras. 

The Nidia Diaz report includes 
copiea of letters frora the guerriila 
coalition to the Sandinistas discuss- 
ing aid flow to the coaiition, al- 
though not specificaily to the 
PRTC. The papers include a discus- 
sion of the meaning of the U.S. in- 
yaskn of Grenada in October 1983, 
lists of Salvadorans being sent to 
training courses in communist bioc 
countries, a training diagram of a 
surface-to-air missile, and a revo- 
lutionary handbook. 

The report also inciudes a copy of 


n April 1984 meeting agenda that 
lists “possibility of Honduran doc- 
umentation," “reiations with Hon- 
duran miJitary" and “possibiiity of 
coramunications network” invoiving 
Honduras and Managua. 

A document copied in the report, 
entitled “Territorial Efforts That 
the Party Will Make,” includes un- 
der “Eastern Front” the notation, 
“to continue directing the work in 
the interior from the refuge iocated 
in Honduras.” 

These, a State Department of- 
ficial said, were part of the admin- 
istration’s proof of Nicarag uan ac- 
tivity in Honduras, but “not the 
smoking gun” indicating terrorist 
pianning. That informatkn remains 
ciassified, he said. 

The guerrilla coalition has de- 
nounced these descriptions of the 
Diaz papers as lies and forgeries. 

Testimony from the defector Ro- 
mero, like that of the Diaz report 
and earJier defectors, described Ni- 
caraguan aid to the Saivadoran 
guerriiia coaiition in generai, rather 
than to any specific group. 

According to Romero, materiel 
given to the insurgents by Eastem 
European countries is coliected in 
Cuba before being sent on — mostiy 
by air — to Nicaragua, where the 
Sandinistas retain controi over the 
warehouses,” one document said. 
“Romero said that requests for 
arms shipments are presented by 
the Farabundo Marti National Lib- 
eration Front [the guerriila coali- 
tion, or FMLN] leadership to a spe- 
cial department of the Sandinista 
government for approvaJ, but that 
the Cubans are actuaüy in controi.” 

F°r example, ”he [RomeroJ 
claimed that the FMLN was re- 
quired to submit an operational pian 
to the Sandinistas” on the use and 
transport from Nicaragua of sur- 
face-to-air missiles the Sandinistas 
had reportedly authorized. But the 
SAMs never arrived, Romero told 
ms debriefers. 

ínstead, “aecörding to Romero, 
tne Sandinista leadership is divided 
over aiding the SaJvadorana,” tJie 
report said. Nicaraguan Defense 
Muuster Humberto Ortega, Inte- 
nor Minister Tomas Borge and 
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Foreign Affairs Coordinator 
Bayardo Arce “agree with the Cu- 
bans, who see aid to the FMLN as 
the ‘proper role’ for Nicaragua in 
support o f the ‘intemational prole- 
tariat,’ ” it quoted Romero as say- 
ing. 

None of the docuraents provide 
any testimony or indications that 
Nicaragua is being used as a train- 
ing base by mtemational terrorist 
groups. The Miami Herald articles 
name many European and Latin 
American leftist revolutionaries in 
Managua who were denounced as 
terrorists in their home countries, 
but quote westera sources there as 
saying the city appears to be less a 
headquarters than “a tropicaJ sand- 
and-surf watering hole for the in- 
temationai revolutionary set . . . a 
winter barracks for over-repressed 
guerrillas.” 

One key member of Congress 
took a wait-and-see approach to the 
avaiJable proof. “These are very 
serious charges,” said Rep. Dante 
B. Fascell (D-Fla.), chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
“We need more than this before we 
start flying off the handle.” 


Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504870059-7 



